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Chapter 19: Regulation and Governance of the Internet
Amazon Reference: http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Information-Computer-Ethics/dp/0471799599
Quote: "Internet governance is the development and application by Governments, the private sector and civil society, in their respective roles, of shared principles, norms, rules, decision-making procedures, and programs that shape the evolution and use of the Internet"
What I expect to learn:


I expect to learn about Internet Governance
Review:

This Chapter states that the Internet is useful in our living in the present. Though it is useful indeed, it also has some danger in it. That is why this chapter is telling us that there is a justifiable argument to which Internet contents must be controlled. In order to do it, there would be consequences that are not favorable to other users such as degradation in Internet performance. It only signifies that there would still be a disadvantage of content regulation at the long term range because of the recognized problems that are present.
This chapter recommends that if we do want to have the contents of the internet to be regulated without encountering problems that would bring disadvantages to us, there is a need of more research into technological approaches in blocking contents. There should also be cooperation in an international level in formulating and implementing laws, practices and standards. If these two factors can be accomplish successfully, it is like to be a benefit to all users the regulation of internet content without worrying of any problems that might take place.
What I have learned:

· Internet Content Regulation Disadvantage
Integrative Questions:

· What is Internet Governance?

· What is Internet Content Regulation?

· What is an example of a disadvantage of regulating internet content?

· What is the recommendation about the regulation of internet content?
· What level must the cooperation on formulating and enforcing of laws, practices and standards should be?
Chapter 20: Information Overload
Amazon Reference: http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Information-Computer-Ethics/dp/0471799599
Quote: "Information overload would seem to be a straightforward phenomenon with a straightforward cause."
What I expect to learn:


I expect to learn about the concept of Information Overload
Review:


Have you experienced headaches in the middle of your class, thinking what might be its cause and realizing that your professors have taught you a lot of lessons (especially in programming classes) that your mind cannot absorb them any more? If that's the case, you might be experiencing information overload. This commonly occurs when the mind is trying to grasp so much information that it end up to a point that it cannot understand anything anymore. Information overload is said to be the side effect of our advancing technology. This result from the too much availability of information generated through internet and other channels of communication. A lot of us are curious about different things happening in our environment, but too much of this curiosity might also cause harm. Being too exposed to different things in our society that we may miss the fact of ‘reality’, which we cannot based everything on books, researches and experiments. Sometimes, we still need to experience them, just as what they all used to say, experience is the best teacher. Things experienced can never be compared to things ‘read’. Simple information about some matter would be a great help for us, but too much of anything can cause trouble. Imagine reading a certain article about a candy and formulating insights that you realized while reading it, then disseminating it to others. The person who received the information about the candy together with your insights can also formulate his own insight about it, and after passing it to a few others, that’s already whole lot of information that you’re not even sure if it’s true or not, thus, resulting to an information overload over a simple candy.
What I have learned:

· Concept of Information Overload
Integrative Questions:

· What is it that is considered as a side effect of technology advancement?

· What is Information Overload?
· Differentiate perception and reality.

· Enumerate the history of information overload briefly.

· What are the given consequences of information overload? 

Chapter 21: Email Spam
Amazon Reference: http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Information-Computer-Ethics/dp/0471799599
Quote: "A fundamental problem with any philosophical discussion of email spam is definitional."
What I expect to learn:


I expect to learn about the concept of Email Spam

Review:


Email Spam, as well as the other types of spam, aggravates the electronic communication of the users. This chapter tells us that unsolicited phone calls, and analogous problem have been diminished through legislation but it is not completely removed. In the context of email spam, it is invulnerable from legislation and technological fixes because it has some definitional as a part of it and some is the fundamental open nature of the internet protocols and architectures.


This chapter also tells us that email spam is a form of exploitation to which it exploits the economic representation of the Internet emails to which they are deceiving its recipients. That is why the struggle for its elimination must continue. It would be useful to have ethical analysis in order to come up with strategies of email senders and email recipients. Before it can reach to that point there should be a clear exposition as to what are the characteristics of an email that is considered as spam. When it is now defined, that is the only time they can jump into the specifics of spam ethics.        

What I have learned:

· Concept of Spam

Integrative Questions:

· What is Email Spam?
· What is the effect of spam to the electronic communication?
· What makes email spam invulnerable to legislation?

· What is the use of ethical analysis in the context of email spam?
· What is the pre-requisite in order to discuss the specifics of spam ethics?
Chapter 22: The Matter of Plagiarism: What, Why and If
Amazon Reference: http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Information-Computer-Ethics/dp/0471799599
Quote: "There is plenty of room for debate over the definition of plagiarism."
What I expect to learn:


I expect to learn about the concept of Plagiarism
Review:

It was just discussed to us that plagiarism is not the same as infringement of copyright. For those who thought plagiarism is some disease found only in South East part of the world, plagiarism is the use or close imitation of the language and ideas of another author and representation of them as one's own original work. Plagiarism is not synonymous to copyright infringement. While both terms may similarly apply to a particular act, they are different misbehaviors. Copyright infringement is a violation of the rights of a copyright holder, when material protected by copyright is used without consent. On the other hand, plagiarism is concerned with the unearned increment to the plagiarizing author's reputation that is achieved through false claims of authorship which involves copying of ideas at an entirely basis. See, even Wikipedia can prove why both terms may seem similar but totally different in definition. I actually had a classmate that plagiarized already but to the class’ disappointment, he (a clue! a clue!) was not punished for it. He did not pay for something illegal to do because you know what he did? He literally just copied and pasted an article explaining how life is to people in psychology and just put his name for identification. Wrong move because my professor is very keen with plagiarism but still, trying to remember the event, I was disappointed because our professor just let it slip meaning more and more students will eventually do it because they will have an idea that they won’t be in trouble in the first place. So here is what I think, plagiarism is definitely wrong because you have a brain and you need to use it, not copy another man’s ideas in its entirety.

What I have learned:

· Concept of Plagiarism
Integrative Questions:

· What is Plagiarism?

· What is the difference between plagiarism and infringement of copyright?

· What is infringement of copyright?

· What does lack of accreditation mean?

· What are some ways to avoid plagiarism?
Chapter 23: Intellectual Property: Legal and Moral Challenges of Online File Sharing
Amazon Reference: http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Information-Computer-Ethics/dp/0471799599
Quote: "The Internet has many “gatekeepers,” from Internet Service Providers (ISPs) and search engines to purveyors of certain types of network software."
What I expect to learn:


I expect to learn about Intellectual Property
Review:

I am guilty to using online file sharing because first of all, it is free and second of all, it is accessible. Honestly, for me, that is enough reason for anyone to shift from buying a brand new album by a certain band to downloading or listening to the whole album for free. Of course I don’t want you to open your browser just to check out what file sharing is. This is the definition of file sharing in Wikipedia, “File sharing refers to the providing and receiving of digital files over a network, usually following the peer-to-peer (P2P) model, where the files are stored on and served by personal computers of the users. The first file sharing programs marked themselves by inquiries to a server, either the data to the download held ready or in appropriate different Peers and so-called Nodes further-obtained, so that one could download there. Two examples were Napster (today using a pay system) and eDonkey2000 in the server version (today, likewise with Overnet and KAD - network decentralized). Another notable instance of peer to peer file sharing, which still has a free version, is Limewire.” Of course I know what these software are because yes, I have committed an unethical approach to technology because back then, five to 7 years back, downloading something from the internet is not illegal because it is just the concept of sharing but now, many complained that P2P software ruin the music and movie industry because of all the files that people can have access to without paying a cent.

What I have learned:

· Concept of Intellectual Property
Integrative Questions:

· What does intellectual property means?

· What industry is most affected of file sharing sites?
· What does file sharing means?

· Does the P2P model violate a law? Explain.
· How does the P2P software ruin the music and movie industry?
Chapter 24: Censorship and Access to Expression
Amazon Reference: http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Information-Computer-Ethics/dp/0471799599
Quote: "To describe a person as a censor, or an act as one of “censorship,” is to condemn the person or the action."
What I expect to learn:


I expect to learn about the concept of censorship and access to expression.
Review:

It is relevant to the research process to understand something about censorship in libraries and how the debate has changed in the electronic age. Most companies, libraries extended its position accessed over the Internet. "Freedom of expression is an unalienable human right and the foundation of self-government. Freedom of expression encompasses the freedom of speech and the corollary right to receive information". Information retrieved from the Internet has not gone through an evaluation by librarians. When libraries begin to offer broad Internet access, they open the door to access to all sorts of information that would otherwise never appear on a library's shelves.
However, for most librarians the idea of censorship is abhorrent. In lieu of censorship, libraries have taken a few precautions in providing broad Internet access to users. Among the most common precautions are having Internet access the computers in a public area of the library and assisting us. A society where intellectual activity and creativity, freedom of expression and debate, and access to information are encouraged and nurtured as vital elements underpinning individual and community fulfillment in all aspects of human life. It is the role of a library and information service that is funded from the public purse to provide, as far as resources allow, access to all publicly available information, whether factual or fiction and regardless of media or format, in which its users claim legitimate interest. In some cases this will be limited to those areas reflecting the primary purpose of a parent institution; in others it will be generalist in natures in finding appropriate resources to meet their information needs.

What I have learned:

· Censorship

Integrative Questions:

· What is Censorship?

· Why the idea of censorship does become abhorrent in a librarian's view?
· What is the concept of risk identification?

· What is risk assessment?

· Why is risk assessment important?
Chapter 25: The Gender Agenda in Computer Ethics
Amazon Reference: http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Information-Computer-Ethics/dp/0471799599
Quote: "The idea that gender is a major (possibly even the major) way of classifying and ordering our world has been propounded by a number of authors, mainly, although not exclusively, writing from a feminist position."
What I expect to learn:


I expect to learn about Gender Agenda
Review:

Okay, I get it. Back then, women have no rights aside being mothers and I also get it that up to now, it is still a big deal to other parts of the world but hey, wake up guys because if you open your eyes wide enough, you will see how many women showed power and passion to their true beings and demonstrated how it is to truly be brave and to truly treasure a right. I know I seem upset but who would not be upset after reading a history book explaining why women have no rights back then and how they treat women. Now is not the right time to morn about it because it is done. We are finally saved from all those cultural chains that pulled women away from their capabilities and justice as a human being. Ethics of care, I have to admit, obviously means the heart of women and in a good way. Here is an excerpt from the chapter explaining the relevance of digital divide: What is the relevance, if any, of the digital divide discourse (e.g., Internet access to all) with the fact that data is not information, information is not marketable knowledge, and marketable knowledge is not wisdom? The gaps between these various notions must be identified to call better attention to how our efforts to bridge the various gaps should succeed. For example, we must provide education that enables people to convert data to information, and information to marketable knowledge. To ensure full human flourishing, we want to ensure that bridging the digital divide leads not only to ending life-threatening poverty, but also to full flourishing of human beings, which requires wisdom, aesthetic experience, philosophical self-reflection, and so on.

What I have learned:

· Concept of Gender Agenda
Integrative Questions:

· What is Gender Agenda?

· What are ways to ensure human flourishing?
· What is the concept of risk identification?

· What is risk assessment?

· Why is risk assessment important?
Chapter 26: The Digital Divide: A Perspective for the Future
Amazon Reference: http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Information-Computer-Ethics/dp/0471799599
Quote: "Only if we have some persuasive answers to these kinds of questions, will we be able to arrive at equally persuasive conclusions about exactly how to approach the problems of poverty to which the digital divide contributes."
What I expect to learn:


I expect to learn about practical mechanism for ethical risk assessment

Review:

Here is something I did not understand even with reading the part twice – poverty in connection with digital divide. I think it is all about the bridging of the information gap. And what is that gap? If you really want to know and willing to spend a few minutes reading, read through this chapter so you will know it better with more definition and brief examples wand situations why there is a gap and how that gap even came about. I may not know much nor can I explain much about this so called gap but I do know that it exists especially after reading this chapter. Technology should be equal to communication if placed in a mathematical formula because we developers think of programs, applications or websites that allows everyone to have a voice. I know, some develops for private companies but still, it is relative to the point of technology enabling communication whether between two or more people or two or more other technologies that will change the process of a company with proper connection and communication of both. That is how technology can change a simple process. A simple login can be turned into something more and like what they said, “There is no limitations with imagination” but of course, that does not completely apply to information technology because with IT, you need to be rational and be aware as always. In order for you to produce something that will be bought by consumers and will eventually be used for aiding their own problems.

What I have learned:

· Digital Divide concept
Integrative Questions:

· What is the connection of poverty with digital divide?

· What is the gap that is presented in this chapter?
· What is the concept of risk identification?

· What is risk assessment?

· Why is risk assessment important?
Chapter 27: Intercultural Information Ethics 
Amazon Reference: http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Information-Computer-Ethics/dp/0471799599
Quote: "Intercultural Information Ethics (IIE) can be defined in a narrow or in a broad sense."
What I expect to learn:


I expect to learn about intercultural information ethics
Review:

This chapter really did summarize everything because it explained the connection of all the previous issues mentioned in the book and still, at the same time, opened new ideas to us in terms of morality and communities. Although this chapter mentioned the most number of people and defined them each briefly as their contributions got bigger and more relevant. It is similar to the song I am listening to right now which explains so much with little time, three minutes ot be exact. IT tackles the history of information technology, how it got started, how it went on for years and how will it continue on through the years to come because we all experience the benefit the great information technology presents to us now, particularly in this generation. Because like now, it would be hard to type in a typewriter just to finish your thesis paper. Can you imagine how many hours it will take you to finish a citation and how huge your callus in your fingers will be afterwards? Oh man, I can’t even explain how the world will be without technology helping us around. Heck, I don’t even think the 50% of the population of the world will survive without technology because we all become dependent to its potentials which is why trying to detach ourselves from it will be like withdrawing from an addiction. You will realize how hard things really are once technology is gone so treasure its presence and realize

What I have learned:

· Intercultural information ethics
Integrative Questions:

· What does Intercultural mean?

· What is Intercultural information ethics?
· What is the concept of risk identification?

· What is risk assessment?

· Why is risk assessment important?
